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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF STAT E

WASHINGTON

December 10, 196 9

Dear Russ :

Thank you for your letter of November 17 . I wOul d
like to reassure you that we are , giving the fulles t
support to the United Nations COnference on the Human
Environment scheduled to be held in Stockholm in 1972 .
The attitude of our Government was reflected in Presiden t
Nixon's address to the 24th UN General Assembly on
September 18, 1969 . The President then pledged our
"strongest support" for the Conference . We have in
structed our delegation to give the most vigorous suppor t
to this UN initiative, and a favorable resolution was
recently approved unanimously by the Second UNGA Committe e
considering this matter .

As concerns the Conference budget, I understan d
that at the 47th Session of the ECOSOC held in Geneva
last summer some 26 representatives agreed that th e
estimated budget for the Conference should be cut back .
Both the ECOSOC resolution and the resolution approve d
by the Second UNGA Committee request the Secretar y
General of the UN "to make all efforts to reduce th e
costs of the Conference . "

I can assure you that we will continue to suppor t
the UN Conference on the Human Environment. We intend
to participate vigorously in the Preparatory Committe e
which is now being forme d.

With warm regard,

Sincerely ,

Elliot L. Richardson

The Honorable ,
Russell E . Train ,

Under Secretary of the Interior ,
Washington, D.C .




